
 1 

DIGITAL VS HUMAN 

 

Richard Watson is the Futurist in Residence within the Foresight Practice at Imperial 

College London and regularly lectures at London Business School. He is the author of 

Future Files, which has been translated into 14 languages, and the publisher of What’s 

Next, an online report that documents new ideas and trends. 

 

www.nowandnext.com 



 2 

For Anne, aged 89, who found herself 

swimming against the current 



 3 

DIGITAL VS HUMAN 
how we’ll live, love, and think in the future 

 

Richard Watson 
 

 

 

 

[24 November 2015] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SCRIBE 

Melbourne • London 



 4 

Scribe Publications Pty Ltd 

18–20 Edward St, Brunswick, Victoria, Australia 3056 

2 John Street, London, WC1N 2ES, United Kingdom 

 

First published by Scribe 2016 

 

Copyright © Richard Watson 2016 

 

All rights reserved. Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no part of this publication 

may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any 

means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the prior written permission 

of the publishers of this book. 

 

Typeset in tk by the publishers 

 

Printed and bound in Australia by Griffin Press 

Only wood grown from sustainable regrowth forests is used in the manufacture of paper found in this book. 

 

National Library of Australia 

Cataloguing-in-Publication data 

 

 

tk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

scribepublications.com.au 

scribepublications.co.uk 



 5 

The real problem of humanity is the following: we have palaeolithic emotions; medieval 

institutions; and god-like technology. And it is terrifically dangerous, and it is now 

approaching a point of crisis overall. 

Edward O. Wilson 

Anything that gets invented after you’re thirty is against the natural order of things and the 

beginning of the end of civilisation as we know it until it’s been around for about ten years 

when it gradually turns out to be alright really. 

Douglas Adams 

Qui vivra verra. 

(Who lives will see.) 
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